
Nature of cancer follow-up 
• After curative treatment 

• Of stable disease and reasonable life expectancy 

• Of progressive disease and short life expectancy  



Follow-up after curative treatment 

: looking for asymptomatic recurrence



• Mean interval between finding an asymptomatic 
recurrence at follow-up compared to finding a recurrence 
because of symptoms ?

• Rate of interval recurrence ? 

• Number of asymptomatic patients needed to follow-up to 
find one recurrence ?

• Number of asymptomatic patients needed to follow-up to 
find one recurrence that can be treated for cure ?




