BSSSC Work Plan 2011-2012

| Introduction

The Baltic Sea Region shares many historical tiessance decades it has been the facilitator
of integrative processes of local communities, itasbns, regions and countries.
The cooperation has been hindered during the peiazbld war but nowadays the Baltic
regions are increasingly growing together. TheiB&ea Region boasts stable democracies,
institutional structures, good developed infragnte, high level of education and strong
industrial traditions. Nevertheless, the Balticioeg are highly heterogeneous in economical,
environmental and cultural terms. This diversitp && perceived as a potential for even faster
development and progress of the region. The gresgesurce of the region are the people
living there — the BSR has a population of aroufd 9nillion equivalent of one fifth of the
EU’s population. What is more, almost 40% of BSRhabitants live in Poland*.
The people of the BSR are highly educated, prodecnd innovative. The vitality, plurality
and dynamism are the characteristics of our unéga@omic and cultural region.

The Baltic Sea Region is in the forefront of thgio@s which attach particular importance to
the environmental protection and sustainable dewedémt. This results in big number of
initiatives at the national, regional and localdesuch as HELCOM Action Plan, BASREC,

Baltic21, Joined Platform for Energy and Climatalt® Metropolis Action Plan and many

other that are being realized. They are all basedbog lasting and intense trans-regional,
interregional and cross-border co-operation.

BSSSC plays an important role in this co-operataord is a key actor in discussion
concerning the cohesion policy, energy and climadecation, maritime policy, transport and
infrastructure.

BSSSC underlines not only the benefits and but mésessity for joint actions with other
organizations in the BSR. Therefore BSSSC coopetsely with other policy formulating
Baltic organizations such as CBSS, CoR- IntergiBaitic, Northern Dimension, B7, UBC
and BSPC. This approach proved to be effectivherptrocess of shaping the EU Strategy for
the Baltic Sea Region.

As the Commissioner Hahn stated during the Firshuah Forum for the EU Strategy in
Tallinn “We are very pleased to have the opportutatorganize this forum back-to back with
the Annual Conference of the Baltic Sea Statese&yanal Cooperation (BSSSC). Your role
in promoting the interests of the regions of théirenSea area since 1993 has been an
important driver for regional cooperation.”

The EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region has glithe actions of the BSSSC and its
regions in terms of devising the strategy, involeamin the implementation, taking on the
responsibility for flagship projects and being atper in numerous projects and participating
as a key stakeholder in the strategy.



Il Policy prioritiesin 2011-2012

The Westpomeranian Region will continue the workhaf predecessors making the best use
of former chairmanships experience, appreciatinpresf and political activities of the
Regions and the Board members towards the develtpmife the Baltic Sea Region.
Traditional BSSSC policy areas such as maritimacpplclimate change, transport and
infrastructure, education and youth will be suppdrand developed.

In the years to come, Europe undertakes the re@drthe cohesion policy. Regions around
the Baltic Sea with their various economical, pcdit and social situations are especially
entitled to formulate recommendations and demamdsait field. The disparities in the Baltic
Sea Region are still significant and cohesion padicould be the tool to reduce them while
promoting smart, sustainable and inclusive growBl®SSC shall support the work of
Rapporteur on Cohesion Policy and continue to badive participant in the consultation
and implementation processes of the cohesion pdlicis can only be effective in a close co-
operation and joined efforts of Baltic organizasasuch as CBSS, B7, CPMR, BSC, BSPC
UBC and other. The regions’ position on the futaohesion policy will be discussed and
presented during the $8SSSC Annual Conference in Szczecin which wilhb&l under the
patronage of the Polish Presidency in the Courfcthe European Union. As the voice of
regions is essential in creating cohesion policg,donference resolution will be submitted to
the Council of the European Union.

The success of cohesion policy is related closelthe success of the Baltic Sea Strategy,
therefore the implementation process shall be Bfoseonitored by all stakeholders.
The regions around the Baltic Sea including Rus$iall contribute to and benefit from
achievements of the strategy. The follow up of $teategy will take place in October 2011
along with the BDF Summit in Gdansk. BSSSC will\pde bi-annual assessment of the
Strategy from the subregional point of view and tmll be the second topic of the BSSSC
Annual Conference in Szczecin.

BSSSC is a unique regional organization which needée strengthen and broadened.
An active participation of regions from all overetlBSR countries is most required and
welcomed. Therefore one of the Polish Chairmanshijectives will be to encourage more
regions from Russia, Baltic States and other casto join the BSSSC family in order to
make the voice of the regions laud and clear.

BSSSC deserves to become more recognizable andlevigimong various Baltic

organizations. The concept of BSR branding canpgmied to promotion of BSSSC as an
important component of creating Baltic Sea idgnfihe clear concept and strong visibility
are necessary to reach the public of the BSR -onbt policy makers but entrepreneurs,
experts, NGO members and youth as well. The Pdlbhirmanship intends to develop
marketing concept and promote the BSSSC by intematebsite, newsletter, profiles,
attendance to the Baltic events and conferences.



BSSSC since its foundation was based on the fund@helues:

» to be a credible organisation representing the sviefasub-regions in the BSR
* to be a knowledge based organisation

* to be avisible and recognisable organisation

* to be an organisation, which is flexible and res&pto changes

The Westpomeranian Chairmanship will observe thaseciples and fill them with new
contents.

*The European Union Strategy for the Baltic Seai®eg background and analysis

11 BSSSC Resour ces 2011-2012

The BSSSC as a non-fee political network relaythercommitment and activity of its
members. The BSSSC comprises of several workidgebdhat provide the organization
with policy goals and objectives and implementihe the BSSSC member sub-regions:

The BSSSC Chairperson — The Marshal of the Westpoma Region Mr. Olgierd
Geblewicz

The BSSSC Board — consisting of two represerdgatper each Baltic Sea Countries

The BSSSC Annual Conference - the network's mamnfofor exchanging ideas and
interests

The BSSSC Secretariat - situated in the Westpaniaraarshal’s Office
The BSSSC Working Group on Maritime Policy

The BSSSC Working Group on Youth Policy

The BSSSC Working Group on Transport and Infrasingc

The BSSSC Rapporteur on Cohesion Policy

The BSSSC Rapporteur on the Strategy for the Bak Strategy

The BSSSC Rapporteur on Baltic Sea Region Programme

Brussels Antenna — Westpomeranian Regional Office

To ensure continuity, a Troika is established it former chair Hamburg , which provides
support in the initial phase, and the region ofisiidi- Uusimaa the designated chair for
2012 - 2013.

IV BSSSC Policy areas

1. Maritime Policy

The BSSSC played an active role in the proceshayiag the European Maritime Policy.
Since 2007 the BSSSC has been advocating the geveid of a common maritime policy of
the Baltic Sea Region and in spring 2008 estaldish®/orking Group on Maritime Policy,
chaired by Schleswig-Holstein/Germany. The groupesily joins members from Denmark,
Finland, Germany, Norway, Poland, Russia and Swaddrsees its task in bringing together
the maritime players of the region, formulatingegional maritime voice’ and initiating or
giving support to maritime pilot projects.



The current priority is to contribute to the implentation of the Clean Baltic Shipping
Project, a BSSSC initiative , which was includedh® Action Plan of the Strategy as a result
of the EU Commission’s consultation process.

BSSSC will continue its commitment to an ambiticonplementation of the European
Maritime Policy in the Baltic Sea Region and to elep the BSR into an European maritime
best practice region by 2015.

BSSSC shall:

* Formulate political requirements of the regionsdads decision-making bodies at the
national and European level in maritime affairs.

» Contribute to the implementation of priority 4 bktAction Plan to the EU Baltic Sea
Strategy (To become a model region for clean shigpwith its Working Group on
Maritime Policy.

» Contribute to the implementation of the Projétdan Baltic Sea Shipping, funded by
the EU Baltic Sea Region Programme 2007-2013, tironembership in the Political
Committee of the project. Objectives: taking camesolutions suitable for all BSR
ports and advocating a broad implementation.

» Support and initiate further projects of an intégdamaritime policy suitable to
mitigate the environmental effects of maritime ages in the region.

» Search for the cooperation with the maritime wagkgnoups of CBSS and BSPC
aiming at combining the regional with the natioaatl the parliamentary level in order
to join forces for an integrated maritime policytive BSR and strengthening the
visibility, e.g. by carrying out joint events oretlbccasion of the European Maritime
Days in Gdansk (2011) and Gdéteborg (2012).

Main responsibility within the BSSSC Board liesiwihe Land Schleswig-Holstein,
Germany.

2. Climate policies and energy security

Climate policies and energy security are two mégotors of the Baltic Sea Region
sustainable development. In April 2009 in the WiHggper, the European Commission
established a framework to cope with the impacts cfianging climate. The Commission
presented an integrated approach to the climategehiasue and the White Paper is
accompanied by the sectoral papers on agriculiaedth, water, coasts and marine issues.

The main objectives accompanied by the actionsdeneeloping the knowledge base on
energy issues, adaptation to climate change intpdldies such as: health and social
policies, agriculture and forests, biodiversitypggstems and water, of coastal and marine
areas and of production systems and physical infretsire. Such extensive and ambitious
aims can be a success only if the EU, nationgipral and local authorities will co-operate
closely.

When the EU decided in 2008 to cut its greenhoaseegnissions, it showed its commitment
to tackling the climate change threat and to I&a&dworld in demonstrating how this could be
done. Since the EU policy was agreed, circumstanaes been changing rapidly. The
economic crisis hit our region of unprecedenteadesdt has put big pressure onto businesses
and communities across Europe and worldwildewedbas causing huge stress on public
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finances. But at the same time, it has confirmedl tiere are huge opportunities for countries
and regions in building a resource efficient sgciEnhancing the EU's resilience to the
impacts of climate change also means the chanoceést in a low-carbon economy, for
instance, by promoting energy efficiency and theakg of green products. The European
Commission on 10 November 2010 has adopted the Comeation "Energy 2020 - A
strategy for competitive, sustainable and secueeggn EU energy goals have been
incorporated into the "Europe 2020 Strategy forrsnsaistainable and inclusive growth" and
indicates the importance of adapting new technelbgnd renewable energy sources on a
broader scale.

The Baltic Sea Region has many profound initiatmegnergy efficiency, but the potential is
even bigger. The sustainable public transport bhadise of new technologies in building
refurbishment and electronic equipment, are thasanere the Baltic Sea regions and
municipalities can learn from each other. The sdanver of energy security is on one hand
diversity of energy sources such as renewablendtessil fuel, nuclear energy (where it so
desired), and on the other energy suppliers ngtfooin the Baltic Sea Region (Norway,
Russia) but also from other regions all over theladvo

It is the declared aim of BSSSC to focus on suatdendevelopment in the BSR therefore the
BSSSC will:

» Support and contribute to the implementation oftiid COM Baltic Sea Action Plan.

e Support constructive co-operation between Balti@2d BSSSC, in particular
through the lighthouse projects of iastrto BSSSC and Baltic Sea sub-regions.

» Act as a sub-regional representative in the Sedfbcial Group of Baltic 21,

* Take part in the network and forum for dialog BASRE

» Continue co-operation with Baltex

» Support the work of Joined Platform for Energy &tidnate

» Accompany the project “New Bridges” which was suped by BSSSC in its
realization phase.

Main responsibility within cooperation with Baltexd Baltic 21 lies with Hamburg

3. Science and Education

BSSSC supports the aim of the Lisbon Agenda toéttgvthe most dynamic and
competitive knowledge-based economy in the worfzhbée of sustainable economic growth
with more and better jobs and greater social colnesind respect for the environment by
2010.”

BSSSC regards education and science as key elefoettte further development of the
Baltic Sea Region. The BSR is home for a numbevarfd-class universities and research
institutions. BSSSC will support all efforts toestgthen European research within the BSR
by supporting bordercrossing co-operation in te&lfof science.

BSSSC shall:

« Continue to advocate the co-operation within s@dmgsed issues as transport and
logistics, maritime policy, climate protection gomdblic health.

* Advocate academic co-operation in the BSR promdtegeuropean instruments of
funding. The exchange of students as well as thsgientists will be according to the
objectives of the Bologna process a main startwigtgor the creation and the



further development of knowledge based societiesarBSR. A strong support is to
be goiven to initiatives as the Baltic UniversitpBram (BUP) strengthening it’s
position as a flagship project within the EU Balliea Strategy.

» Strongly support co-operation in the field of edicora Exchange programmes for
pupils and teachers as well as those for apprendiod trainees are important
preconditions for mobility within the Baltic Sea dten. BSSSC therefore appreciates
the extension of European programmes for regionab@eration within the field of
education.

» Support a conference on ,Education in the BSRateetplace in Hamburg in
September 2011. This conference will join expedsifall countries of the BSR to
discuss questions of further cooperation in thiel foé education.

* Enhance the exchange of experiences within thé éEschool management and
school organisation hereby using European prograwhiinding like Comenius
regio.

» Support all efforts to stress the importance @f lliding learning as a key method of
creating knowledge based societies. Being suppontithis field will mean to offer
various opportunities and promote the possibilitiEthe broad diversity of education
offered by the partner regions represented by BSSSC

Main responsibility within the BSSSC Board liestwiiamburg City , Germany

4. Youth Policy

The Europe of 21'st century offers many opportesitifor young people such as easy
traveling, education, internet communication, buth@ same time young people face many
challenges — high unemployment, demographic amdaté change. Involving young people
in forming political opinions and decisions, espdlgi in matters concerning them directly,
can be a way to ensure the quality and sustaibabflipolicy making and implementation .
Therefore youth policy is one of the BSSSC’s maiorjiies and just from the early

beginning of BSSSC foundation the youth work andtigevents have been supported and
promoted by the BSSSC Board. The BSSSC Working oouYouth Policy was established
in 2006 to intensify youth cooperation and youthigyaissues in the Baltic Sea Region. Since
the Norwegian Chairmanship the Youth Network repnéstives are elected as the BSSSC
Board members. What is more, after the Annual Genfee in Turku (September 2007) the
youth hold the full membership of the BSSSC Bo&ath Annual Conference is preceded by
the youth event gathering the young people fronc@lintries around the Baltic Sea. Those
Youth conferences are prepared and organizedamed effort of the host region and the
youth often with the support of Youth in Action Bram.

During the Westpomeranian Chairmanship the BSS3iCentinue the dialog with the
young generation of the BSR with the main purposevolve the young people in all aspects
of BSSSC policy.

The opinion of the young people on the policy ofigaition of climate change and on the
structure of Baltic Sea Strategy has been an impbxtoice of those for whom these policies
are aimed for. Therefore active participation aodtimuous dialog with youth on all BSSSSC
policy areas will be the issues of a great impuataof the BSSSC Board.



BSSSC wiill:

» Support the youth in their will to comment on amahiribute to the BSSSC policy in
all fields that are of youth interest

* Encourage the youth to taking part in the BSSSkingr groups

e Support Working Group on Youth Policy as a permapéatform of information and
ideas and experience exchange

* Organize youth event along with the BSSSC Annuaif@@nce with the main topic:
‘Cohesion in the border region — what does it btmthe young people?’

» Contribute to the European Voluntary year recoguzithe role of voluntary service
in developing useful skills in the job market

» Support the youth participation in the NDPHS pcojeAlcohol and Substance Abuse
by the Young People

* BSSSC will support youth cooperation in the BSSSQians especially in the
framework of youth cross-border and interregiomajgxrts

» award a young person for a video clip promotingBhéic Sea Region as the place for
education and fun.

Main responsibility within the BSSSC Board lieswihe West Pomerania, Poland.

5. Public Health and Quality of Life

The importance of health issues were highlightedHealth Strategy of the EUrbgether
for Health: A Strategic Approach for the EU 2008t20Also in the Strategy for the Baltic
Sea Region Action Plan it has been stressed“thia wealth of the region is based on
human capital, and healthy population is a crititaitor behind sustainable economic
development of enterprises and societies.” Althouyle important hindrance in reaching
these development aspects could be still too higpadities in health indicators of various
BSR regions. In many countries health policy isompetence of national authorities, but
despite the fact local and regional authoritiesadie to exploit competencies and overcome
challenges by joining forces. BSSSC notes big ehgks facing the BSR when it comes to an
ageing population, migration of young people framat areas to the cities, unemployment,
increase in alcohol and drug abuse, mental illress lifestyle diseases. Those issues were
discussed during the BSSSC Annual Conferencesatadd in 2009 and in Tallinn in 2010.
BSSSC will strengthen its involvement in projecislertaken by Baltic programs concerning
public health and well-being. Particularly in areasfollows:

* Health service, and health care for elderly peeptealthy aging
* Promotion of innovative solutions in diagnosis -kealth

* Promotion of sustainable life style preventiontélV/AIDS

* Involving youth in campaigns against drug and at¢@udiction .

BSSSC has become a partner of NDPHS and will@tparticipation in the projedlcohol
and Substance Abuse by the Young People of the Work Group on Youth Policy, promote the
NDPHS'’s initiatives and other Baltic projects iretheld of public health such as SkanBalt,
BORDERNETwork.

Main responsibility within the BSSSC Board lies lwitWestpomerania



6. Co-operation with Russia

BSSSC underlines that the potential of the Baléa Region can only be fully developed in
co-operation with Russia, as Russia participatésarpositive development of the Region.
Russia plays a significant role in the practicgioeal and cross-border co-operation as a
close neighbour, and therefore is an integratetigfdhe Baltic Sea Region Strategy.

The co-operation on equal terms and mutual undedstg are crucial for a good
neighbourship in the BSR. BSSSC has successfullysied on strengthening the involvement
of Russian sub-regions and actors in the work ef ahganization. The Westpomeranian
Chairmanship wants to emphasize this again andsofb@gtime cooperation experience with
Russian partners. The Chairmanship will proceedttengthen the involvement of Russian
partners, especially on the basis of the bilatesalperation of Hamburg with St. Petersburg
and West Pomerania with Kaliningrad Region.

BSSSC shall:

» Encourage and support concrete actions or projeetdving regional and local levels
with regions in North-West Russia using the new Epiiegrams as operational tools
to implement regional development projects.

* Support the involvement of Kaliningrad region itite BSR co-operation.

Main responsibility within the BSSSC Board lieslwihe Chairmanship and Hamburg City

7. Northern Dimension

BSSSC has over the past years promoted the faetjiation of regional and local abilities in
the Northern Dimension Policy Framework. The wddeted under the Norwegian
Chairmanship of BSSSC 2006-2008 and continued @®2D10 under Hamburg's
Chairmanship. BSSSC’s approach has been recodmyzibeé ND Steering Group, by the
Senior Officials meeting in November 2009 and by Ministerial meeting in November
2010. The initiative of BSSSC is underlined in gairmen’s conclusions from both
meetings.

The Northern Dimension Ministerial meeting in Nousn 2010 welcomed the BSSSC/CoR
initiative and invited regional and local actorsttoé Northern Dimension Partners to pursue
practical preparations for an enhanced sub-regimmgberation with a view to submitting a
concrete proposal for the next meeting of the Sedfticials in autumn 2011.

BSSSC is member of the NDPHS (Northern Dimensiatneship in Public Health and
Social Well-being). The newly established partngrsim culture (NDPC) is of particular
interest for BSSSC and BSR regions. To follow tleelnof the ND Business Council
(NDBC) and the ND Institute (NDI), including univgties and research institutions of the
Baltic Sea region, is also highly relevant for BESS

For 2011-2012 BSSSC should cooperate with the ©dilp concretize the sub-regional
dimension of the ND Policy Framework as well asoltow the work of the relevant ND
partnerships and structures.



9. Transport and Infrastructure

In the next years, developing environmentally fdigrtransport technologies will be of
particular importance to the development of th&i@&ea Region . Research and studies will
be carried out in order to identify solutions thedmote technical and economic use of
different modes of transport. At the same time,Ebeopean Union expects member
countries to submit proposals for transport linkiich would eventually acquire the status of
“green corridors”.

Europe has a strong position and is as a key actbe transport market. Taking into account
the promotion of the environmentally friendly traost, the inland waterways should not be
omitted. Although, the inland water transport isdfcial for the environment but it leads
also to the general trend of shifting cargo froucks to ships.

BSSSC shall promote initiatives and projects whietognize the opportunities that brings an
integrated TEN-T system and develop environmentakydly transport.

BSSSC continues to support the development of ihjeqt “TransBaltic — Towards an
integrated transport system in the Baltic Sea R€as a flagship-project in the framework
of the EU Baltic Sea Strategy.

Main responsibility within the BSSSC Board lieslwikane Region



